SAC FACT 

What’s the Difference? Or “We’re not in Kansas, anymore, Toto!”

The Accreditation visit to validate our self-study is over!  Whew!  It did not cost our school anything (funded by a grant), but we have learned more about each other and our school. We have learned that ultimately, the success (or failure) of our school rests squarely on the shoulders of our principal.  That is a heavy responsibility indeed!  Now that Accreditation is mostly over, we will be moving towards stage II of our Strategic Planning Process.   

The governance of our school was an issue raised during the accreditation visit.  A chart can compare and contrast the models. 

	Public Schools and 

School Boards
	Archdiocesan Parish Parochial Schools and Advisory Council
	Blanchet Catholic School & Board of Directors

	Governed by a school board who is elected by public district-wide elections. Funded by taxes.
	Governed by the Superintendent of Archdiocese Catholic Schools, who reports to the Archbishop of the Diocese. Funded by home parish and tuition.
	Operates by permission of Archdiocese, having “Catholic School Status”.  Funded by tuition.

	Board hires chief administrators.
	Pastor hires chief administrator. SAC may recommend & give input.
	Board of Directors hires school president.

	Board enacts policy for the system.
	SAC recommends policy and supports established policies implemented by the chief administrator, the principal.
	President enacts policies formulated by the Board of Directors. 

	Board makes regulations regarding the running of the school.
	By-laws established by the archdiocese. Principal makes regulations with SAC input and pastor’s approval.  
	Board of Directors establishes by-laws.

	Board has the final word with respect to decisions regarding the school.
	Pastor has the final word affecting the school.  SAC supports decisions made via the governance structure.
	President exercises final authority and reports to the board.


*Information from Dept. of Catholic Schools, Archdiocese of Portland, and Blanchet Catholic School website.

Understanding our role, SAC members serve by making public comments that are positive, helpful and constructive in forwarding the schools’ mission.  We support our principal and pastor, enabling them to be most effective.  If you would like to share comments about the accreditation process or would like to join in strategic planning, call SAC Chair, Kelly Mills, 503-316-1953.

